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READING COMPREHENSION IN NINTH GRADE  

ACHIEVING READING COMPREHENSION THROUGH PREDICTING, SKIMMING, 
SCANNING, ANNOTATING AND SUMMARIZING IN NINTH GRADE. 

 
KNOWING IMPORTANT DETAILS OF OUR EXPERIENCE 

 
 
 
The place in which our internship was developed is         
called Benjamin Herrera, it is a public school which         
is located in Alcala neighborhood. This school       
manage two journeys, the first one is from 6:15 am          
to 12:15 pm and the second one is from 12:30 pm to            
6:30 pm. Benjamìn Herrera school is a comfortable        
school because it has different classrooms and places        
in which students can develop their skills (technical        
drawing, machine management, among others).  
 
 
 

As teachers, this school gave us all the material, space and supported us during our               
process, it was very important for us because due to the institutionĂs help we could               
develop all the activities that we had planned to the development of our internship. 
 

  
 

LET’S TALK ABOUT OUR STUDENTS 
 
These classes were developed in an extracurricular schedule because students had to go             
to school from 6:15 am to 12:15 pm and our intervention was from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.                  
The school allowed us the space to develop this study according to our needs to achieve                
the internshipĂs time (384 hours) through classes and tutorials to the students. About our              
students, we had thirty (30) students in our classes and we applied different lessons              
plans about reading comprehension.  
 
These students were volunteers because as we mentioned before, our classes were            
developed after their normal schedule. Taking into account that, we were working with             
students from different ninth grades and different English levels because even though            
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they were in the same grade, each of them showed varied knowledge in their English               
skills.  
 
Finding different personalities  
 
Through our intervention in the school, we could evidence different behaviours and            
studentsĂ personalities which contribute to develop different methodologies during the          
classes in order to motivate them in their learning process. At the beginning of our               
internship, most of the students were shy to participate because they believed that they              
were not able to answer some questions, read aloud, write sentences, listen and             
understand, communicate ideas and many other things. 
 
However, during the process they realized that they already know a lot of things and               
they used that previous knowledge to acquire the new one. With the purpose of              
deepening in this subject, we are going to explain the different studentsĂ personalities             
observed into the classroom. 
 
 
 

‚ We realized that during the process were students who were shy all the time              
and it never changed. We consider that it happened due to their lack of English               
knowledge what made the interaction between student-student and        
teacher-student more difficult. 

 
‚ We also appreciate that there were some students who did not participate in the              

activities because they were not interested in the class and they went to the class               
due to other reasons different to learn and improve their English Knowledge. 

 

‚ On the other hand, there were students who had a high English knowledge and              
were interested in improve it. It allowed them to participate actively during all             
the activities proposed by us. it was wonderful because all the activities could be              
carried out, but at the same time it was not totally appropriate to students who               
were so shy because they felt scared to be judge by those who know the topics.  

 
‚ Accordingly, there were students who had a low English level, but they wanted              

to improve it. So, they participate actively in the activities and asked a lot of               
questions in order to understand better. 
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FACING REALITY 
 
Therefore, it is essential to give answer to our research questions, taking into account the               
English learning process of the ninth grade students.  
 
The first question was about influence of predicting, skimming, scanning, annotating           
and summarizing on the development of studentsĂ Reading comprehension. We as           
teachers noticed that these strategies were useful tools used to understand a text, its              
vocabulary and grammar structures. It helped students to remember vocabulary, and           
practiced how to use an specific tense in a real context. As Garner, R. (1987) says,                 
reading strategies are actions or activities to improve comprehension of a text. These             
could be taught in a school as we did it. (p50) For instance, a teacher who wants to                  
help students to comprehend a text can use these strategies for her or his classroom, and                
it will work. We could evidence that it is true due to our experience using them in our                  
internship. Also, these strategies were influenced for writing activities, taking into           
account that summarizing and annotating required to develop this ability too.           
Although the use of these strategies helped students to understand the text and they              
could develop many activities, there were students who did not understand the text for              
their lack of vocabulary or they did not do all the activities which involved those               
reading strategies.  
 
The second question that emerged from this proposal was, which are the advantages or              
disadvantages that the use of reading strategies in an EFL classroom bring to studentsĂ              
reading comprehension process?. The use of these reading strategies helped a lot in class,              
students could understand a little more the topic and learnt new vocabulary. We as              
teachers were more easily to give the class. Alexander, P., Graham, S., & Harris, K. (1998)                
pointed out something similar to what we realized. They say that strategies are actions              
that people use to comprehend better a text. People who use these strategies construct              
meaning easily and what we realized showed us that this definition is appropriate (p.              
129). Therefore, advantages that we could observe in classes using reading strategies            
were: 
 

- Students could identify specific grammatical structures in short sentences, and it           
allowed to learn new vocabulary, as verbs, pronouns and adjectives. 

- Students could develop writing abilities when they had to summarize or           
annotating specific information from the text. 

- Students could learn and develop these reading strategies in other kind of            
readings, as lyrics, stories, comics, songs and so on.  

 
But, we could evidence that if we only use reading strategies during a english learning               
process, it has its disadvantages. Although, summarizing and annotating required the           
writing skill, students did not practice and improve their listening and speaking skills             
during this learning process and as we knew the learning process of a languages require               
the four skills, and although our proposal was designed for improved students³ reading             
comprehension, throughout of the process, we decided to implement short activities           
which involved writing, listening and speaking skills, taking into account the reading of             
each class. As Piaget, J. (1964) states, it is though that learning in a classroom is limited                 
because it is possible that students learn in a single form (p. 7). we could evidence that                 
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situation because we tried to use only reading activities and we were limiting our              
students, so after be aware of that situation, we decided to implement different activities              
in which students could practice all their skills and at the same time to avoid limitations                
to our students.  

 
PLANNING OUR INTERVENTION  
The format of each lesson will be slip up in seven parts.  
 

1. At the beginning of each lesson plan, we find the name of the university and               
the school in which we are doing the internship.  

2. After that, in the orange part we have the shift in which each class is developed,                
group in which we are developing the internship and finally the date of each              
class. 

3. In the pink part we have the topic that we are going to practice during the class,                 
the number of the week and the objectives of each class.  

4. The yellow column is about the activities that we are going to develop during              
the class. These activities are described taking into account the most important            
details.  

5. In the blue column we have the reading strategy that we are going to put in                
practice in each activity.  

6. The violet part is about the resources and bibliography that we are going to use               
during the class in order to avoid plagiarism.  

7. Finally, the red line is about comments that we have of the session.  
 

UNIVERSIDAD DISTRITAL FRANCISCO JOS£ DE CALDAS 
COLEGIO T£CNICO BENJAMĉN HERRERA 

TOPIC PLANNING FORMAT 
 

Shift: Afternoon 
From 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

Group:  
Ninth grade 

Date:  
  DD MM         YY 

Topic (Subject):  Week NÁ:  

Aim (Objectives):  

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION READING STRATEGY RESOURCES AND  
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

This part shows the activity 
which were developed in each 
class. 
Activity 1 
Activity 2 
Activity 3 
Activity 4 
Activity 5 
Activity 6 

In this part will be described the 
reading strategy which is used in 
each activity.   
Predicting 
Scanning 
Skimming 
Reading stage 
Annotating 
Summarizing 

 
 

● _________
______ 

● _________
______ 

ǒ _________
______ 

ǒ _________
______ 
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PUTTING THEIR KNOWLEDGE INTO PRACTICE 
First class  

6th March 

 
WHAT DID WE WANT TO ACHIEVE? 
 
In this first session we wanted to introduce the         
topic of our project, so we told them that our          
study was going to be focus on reading        
comprehension which is seen by Snow, C.       
(2002) as ĄThe process of simultaneously         
extracting and constructing meaning through         
interaction and involvement with written         
language, it consists of three elements: the             
reader, the text and the activity or purpose for                 
readingĆ (P. 11). Reading is important because nowadays, almost all text about             
technology or science are written in English and students need to be able to understand               
the new knowledge. 
 
Therefore, we decided to begin these classes doing a need analysis in order to know               
what was the students English level and to know what grammatical topics we need to               
practice through the readings. The activities that we choose were based in our proposal              
because we used one easy reading in order to show them a little of what we are going                  
to do during the classes and it helped us to create an idea of what were their needs.  
Annexe 1. Lesson plan, Need analysis.  
 

 

WHAT DID WE ACHIEVE? 
 
In this class, students could practice knowledge that they         
already have about many topics in English. The first aim          
was achieved because through the first activity students        
could practice that knowledge.  
  
Accordingly, they could get information from the text, they         
understand specific and general information from it. They        
learnt new vocabulary and at the same time they         
remembered some words that they already know. It was         
very important because as Pang, S. Muaka, A. Bernhardt, E.          
Kamil, M. (2003) states:  
 
ĄMany studies have shown that good readers have good                 
vocabulary knowledge. In order to understand a text, readers                 
need to know the meanings of individual words. They                 

construct an understanding of the text by assembling and making sense of the words in                             
contextą (p. 12).  
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On the other hand, implicitly, they had learnt and practiced reading strategies in             
classes through the use of different activities as we could see in the lesson plan. These                
strategies have been an excellent tool for their learning. These strategies helped to be              
efficient readers. Cramer, W. (1998) affirms that an efficient readers develop the ability             
to read different kind of materials. (P. 1). 
 
Otherwise, students remembered some basic topics that       
they had seen in previous classes  
(There is / there are, Simple present, Simple past and          
Present continuous). This aim was also achieved because        
students tried to answer the activities using knowledge        
that they already have.  
 
TALKING ABOUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
 
The first class was given on March 6th. As our first class we thought that would be                 
twenty students, because it was an extracurricular class, but in that first class attended              
thirty-one students. It was an essential aspect during that class, because we had to              
implement new strategies in order to motivate students in this learning process.  

 
The first activity was a ąNeed AnalysisĆ with         
the purpose of knowing what kind of aspects        
students need to learn, reinforce and improve.       
They showed us, that there is a big difference         
between students, some of them did not have        
any problem, but others did not write anything        
because they did not know how to do the         
exercise. It was so strange for us because they         
were of the same grade, but they had diferents         

English knowledge. So, we told them about it, and in that moment we thought that it                
was caused for the use of different methodologies among English teachers.  
 
Related to reading comprehension, that activity showed us that there were students            
who understood and knew a lot of vocabulary, but         
on the other hand, there were students who knew         
some words. Kumkum, B. (2008) express that       
comprehension process involves three main aspects;      
Speedy reading, quick understanding and precise      
reproduction. (P.193). Some students did not have       
these elements, for that reason, some of them did not          
understand the reading. It was it was an unexpècted         
results, we believed that most of the students could         
understand a lot vocabulary from the text, but it         
helped us to use short readings in class.  
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It was an excellent class, we felt comfortable with students and we could develop all               
the activities which we had planned for students. 
 
SHOWING STUDENTS’ PROCESS  
 
Taking into account the activities that we used in the first class, we realized that most                
of them had a lot of problems in English because they did not understand even the                
instructions that we gave them. The reading was about one page and it had a basic                
vocabulary, but we could see that most of them did not know that vocabulary.  
 
We decided to do a need analysis in which we asked about some basic topics as for                 
example: simple present, present continuous, there is and there are and past simple. We              
could realized that only few of them knew these topics, not perfectly, but their              
knowledge was enough to develop the activities in a correct way. The other part of the                
class were very confused during the activities and we could see that they had a lot of                 
things to improve. 

 
Therefore, fifteen students showed    
general knowledge about Simple    
present, but they had difficulties     
related to conjugation of third person      
and they did not remember how to       
write negative sentences, so it     
evidenced that they had mistakes in      
this basic topic.  
 
On the other hand, they understood      
some verbs, prepositions, adverbs, and     
some verbs in past simple. But, eleven       

students showed knowledge about There is/There are and some prepositions. It caused            
that students did not develop or completed some activities. Finally, four students            
remembered the past simple.  
 
In relation to reading, it was showed the big difference between students of the same               
class, there were some of them who had knowledge about diferentes topics, but there              
were others who had big difficulties to understand a paragraph. So, the vocabulary             
and grammatical structures that they knew will be reinforced in order to complement             
their knowledge about these topics.  
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The use of reading strategies is appropriate in every         
classroom, but we as teachers need to implement other         
activities because when we are learning a language, we         
need to train all our skills (Listening, speaking, reading and          
writing) at the same time.  
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Reading is very important when we are learning a new language because almost             
every text has a lot of information to provide us and we need to be able to understand                  
that new information. As Romero (2008) claims ĄReading makes us well-informed. It is             
a means of gaining access to various areas of knowledgeą (p. 5-6)  
 
At the beginning of every research project, the researchers always have the assumption             
that it will work as they planned it, but it is not true. In our internship we had to do a                     
lot of changes because we did not consider that our studentsĂ motivation would be              
affected by the activities that we had planned. As researchers is important to know              
what are the studentsĂ needs in order to know how to improve their needs through the                
use of different materials and activities.  
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Starting with our classes  
Second class  

13th March 
 

WHAT DID WE WANT TO ACHIEVE? 
~
In this second session we wanted to improve        
studentĂs knowledge about simple present because      
we could see that they had some doubts in this          
topic through the need analysis. At the same time         
we wanted that students could begin practicing       
their reading comprehension through an easy text.       
Romero (2008) points out that Ąpupils and students, because of their Ąlimitedą            
experiences, are usually guided as to what reading materials are appropriate for            
themą(p. 6). So, we used a short text and it was very easy to understand. We planned                 
different activities in which firstable we explained some important grammatical rules           
about present simple and after that we put into practice that knowledge through the              
reading. 
Annexe 2. Lesson plan, worksheet. 
 
WHAT DID WE ACHIEVE? 

 
In this class, students could practice the       
knowledge that they already had about present       
simple. The first aim was achieved because       
through different activities students could     
practice the knowledge that they already had       
about simple present.  
  

Accordingly, they could get information from the text, they understand specific and            
general information from it. They learned new vocabulary and at the same time they              
remembered some words that they already know. On the other hand, implicitly, they             
had learnt and practiced reading     
strategies in classes through the use of       
different activities as we could see in       
the lesson plan. These strategies have      
been an excellent tool for their learning.       
Otherwise, students practiced their    
knowledge through some writing    
exercises in which they used the      
information from the text to create a       
new text about their daily routines. 
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TALKING ABOUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
 
During this class, we could see that the activities that we           
did before read the text were very useful because it helped           
them to understand better what the text was about. During          
this class, most of the students participated actively and         
those who answered in a correct way were more than the           
previous class. The review about simple present that we did          
at the middle of the class was very important for them           
because they remember a lot of things that they knew but           
they had forgotten. at the end of the class, we decided to            
ask some questions in which we could see that most of them            
understand the most important things of the text.  

 
When we finished the activity, we use       
another game (mimic game) in order to       
reinforce the verbs that they practiced      
before. This game was very useful      
because this group was integrated by      
students from different classrooms and     
there was no relation among them and it        
helped them to socialize with their      
partners and at the same time to learn        
together.  

 
After that, we decided to remember present simple, because the topic of the reading was               
daily routines. We explained the rules of verbs in third person (s,es,ies) as a review. It                
was important because some of them did not remember these rules and it was necessary               
to explain them.  
 
Finally, we gave them a worksheet in which there was a           
very short reading and some exercises. We guided the         
students during the exercises in which they had to read the           
text quickly because as Kumkum (2008) says ĄThe        
researchers show that when we read faster, our        
comprehension increases. The word-to-word reader     
generally fails to grasp the meaning of sentences or         
paragraphsą (p. 196). Then, they had to write some         
sentences related to the reading using present simple and         
at the end students had to answer some questions about          
the reading. We had planned to show the questions on the           
video beam but we could not because the video beam was           
not in that classroom. Taking into account that, we had to           
write the questions on the board and we could appreciate          
that most of them understand the reading because they         
answered most of the questions correctly. 
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SHOWING STUDENTS´ PROCESS 
 
During the class given on March 13th, students were more motivated than before. We              
started the class with a game called memory game using some verbs as for example:               
wake up, brush, clean, dry, eat, drive and        
others. We also practice a mimic activity.       
We did it because we decided to use more         
dynamic activities due to the lack of       
motivation that we could appreciate during      
the previous classes. Also because we      
wanted to reinforce and introduce the new       
vocabulary that students were going to      
need during the reading. Pang, S. Muaka,       
A. Bernhardt, E. Kamil, M. (2003) claim       
that ĄDiscussing new words and concepts      
with students before reading a text is       
generally helpful. It helps to activate prior       
knowledge and improve comprehensioną (p.     
13). 

Therefore, they had knowledge about     
Simple present. After reading, students     
had to write unknown words, ten      
students showed that they understood     
most of the vocabulary, but on the other        
hand fifteen students showed that they      
did not understand some nouns, verbs      
and prepositions. Taking into account     
that, it was essential to reinforce those       
grammatical aspects throughout of    

English learning process.  
 
In the third activity, they had to write the main idea from the reading, they presented                
some problems, but generally it was developed correctly. Two students did not write             
anything, six students had grammar mistakes and       
seventeen students wrote it correctly. This activity       
was based on two strategies called skimming and        
scanning because first students had to avoid some        
information and then they had to analyze which        
were the less important details. In order to explain         
more how students used skimming and scanning,       
Cramer (1998) states that in skimming the readerĂs        
eyes move quickly to find keywords or specific        
details and in scanning the readerĂs eyes move        
quickly too, but in this case students have to identify the main idea. (p. 8)  
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